Curriculum Vitae for Stephen Berr

Stephen Berr was graduated from Brooklyn College with a BS, major in Geology, minor in Physics.  He received an M.Ed. from Temple University, with a major in Science Education.  He has attended NSF institutes at Knox College, University of Washington, University of Pennsylvania, Michigan Technological University and Michigan State University.

Mr. Berr began his teaching career as an Earth Science Teacher in New York City. The majority of his working career was spent as a Planetarium Director for the Colonial School District, where he also taught Earth Science, Physics, Astronomy, and Gifted and Talented classes in Science.  

Upon retiring in 1993 he began representing for Learning Technologies Incorporated in the mid Atlantic states demonstrating and selling the Starlab Portable Planetarium systems, both the opto-mechanical and digital versions. He also trained teachers and museum personnel giving workshops on how to use these products effectively.  He stopped representing  for Learning Technologies in 2007.

During his career Mr. Berr organized and led a student group to the Yucatan to see Halley’s Comet in 1986, organized and led an adult tour to Hawaii to see the solar eclipse of 1991, and was a guest lecturer aboard the SS Veendam during its Caribbean Eclipse Cruise in 1996.

Mr. Berr was contributing writer for Project STAR and project SPICA Astronomy Activity books produced at the Harvard Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics.

One of Mr. Berr’s major interests has been non-western sky mythology; how other cultures viewed the heavens.  How other cultures developed creation mythologies, and how they used the celestial phenomena to develop calendars and determine their activities through the year. Toward that end he has studied Native American, Japanese, Mayan, Chinese and African star stories.  

Writings include:


Teaching English With the Planetarium, Planetarium Director’s Handbook, Spitz Planetariums, 1971.


Teaching French in the Planetarium, Planetarium Director’s Handbook, Spitz Planetariums, 1972.


Stars over Africa, a planetarium program produced and written for the Colonial School District Planetarium 1972


Get Ready! The Science Teacher, May 1983.


The Sun From Pluto, The Astronomy Educator, November 1989. 


How Bright Is The Sun?  Science Activities,  Spring 1991.


Solar Spectacular, The Science Teacher, April 1994.

